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Friends, Romans, countrymen.
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for example compressed 
and compression are both 
accepted as equivalent to 
compress .
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<be: 993427;
1: 7, 18, 33, 72, 86, 231;
2: 3, 149;
4: 17, 191, 291, 430, 434;
5: 363, 367, …>

Which of docs 1,2,4,5
could contain “to be

or not to be”?
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� LIMIT! /3 STATUTE /3 FEDERAL /2 TORT 
Here, /k means “within k words of”.

� Clearly, positional indexes can be used for 
such queries; biword indexes cannot.

� Exercise: Adapt the linear merge of postings 
to handle proximity queries.  Can you make it 
work for any value of k?
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� H.E. Williams, J. Zobel, and D. Bahle. 2004. “Fast Phrase 
Querying with Combined Indexes”, ACM Transactions on 
Information Systems.
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